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CLERK  TO  THE  COUNCIL 
Council  Off ices  5  Salcombe ,  S»Devon* 
Telephones  Salcombe  208 


miG^L  OFFICER  OF  HEU^LTH 

Council  Offices,  Manor  House,  Kingsbridge,  S .Devon 

% 

CLERK  TO  M.O.H. 

Mias  Hendrickson,  1.1, 45*  “  3l98»45* 

Miss  Musgrave,  l«9*45e 

Telephone:  Kingsbridge  2004 


Sii NITARY  INSPECTOR 
Council  Offices,  Salcombe,  S. Devon > 
Telephones  Salcombe  63 


a^LCOI^E  URBi^N  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
MEDia^L  OFFICER  OF  HSiLTH'S  REPORT 
for  the  Y£k\R  ending  DECa  1945, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths  DR,¥7.C«SmLES ,  M.R.C.S *,L.R.C*P*  ,D.P,H. 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Healths  DR.RoH.DUI'MiiETT ,  B.(F*B.,Ch*B, 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  BfR«R,LUSHER,  A.R.S.I,  ,B,([.S*I,A • 

MR.  CKilRIf/.W,  GEHTIEIi/ENs 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st • 

1945. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COMDITIOI^  OF  THE  ARE/w 
Area  (in  acres)  -  I9I8I0 

Population  -  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  -2 ,34^0 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  according  to  the  Rate 
Books  7S3» 

Rateable  Value  -  £21 ,2660 

* 

Sum  reprosonted  by  a  Penny  Rate  ~  £82, 

VITAX^  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  -  male  21  o  Female  19.  Total  40. 

Live  (legitimate)  -  Male  15°  Female  I6.  Total  31* 

Live  (illegitimate)  -  Bfale  60  Female  3*  Total  9* 

BIRTH  PATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  -  17*06* 

STITjL  births  «  lo'  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  «-  24*  39“ 

DEATHS  •^36*  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  «  l5’3^o 

Deaths  Ofrom  Puerperal  Causes)  -  Nil. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ago.  All  infants  per 
1,000  live  births  -  25*00. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  - 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  -  6, 

Deaths  from  ideas les  (all  ages)  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  Nil. 

The  conditions  of  occupation  and  of  environmeni:  have  not  had  a 
prejudicial 'inf  luence  on  the  general  health  or  mortality*  Salcombe 
is  well  known  as  a  holiday  resort  and  yachting  centre.  Durir^  the 
summer  months  *-  June  to  September  ~  the  population  is  practically 
doubled  by  the  iniClux  of  visitors. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HBiLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  ARE/.* 

The  Public  HeaD.th  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  a  Bfedical  Officer 
of  Health  (also  Idedical  Officer  of  Health  of  'he  Plympton  Rural  and 
Kingabridge  Rural  and  Urban  Districts ,  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  and  the  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe  Water  Board. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (occasional). 


One  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector* 

KiBOR^^TORY  F^XILITIES  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
examination  of  milk  and  water  in  addition  to  the  usual  bacteriological 
examinations* 

PRQVISIvQN  OF  uKTITOXIN  -  Medical  men  practising  in  the  district 
can  obtain  ca  free  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  Scarlatinal 
Serumo  J^terial  is  also  supplied  for  the  immunisation  of  children 
of  the  district  against  Diphtheria  free  of  coste 

THE  SOTH  COTTAGE  HCSPITAL  provides  l6  beds  for  patients 

from  Kingsbridgo  and  the  surrounding  district;*- 


6  beds 
6  beds 
2 

2  (1  bed  each) 


Mon*s  ward 
Women’s  ward 
Children’s  Cots 
Private  war is 


It  is  supported  by  voluntary  effort*  • 

ISOL'iTIOlT  HO;jPITAL  -  None  in  the  district,  but  by  arrangement 
with  the  Plymouth ''City  Council,  infectious  cases  requiring  hospital 
treatment  may  bo  sent  to  the  Swilly  Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

The  arrangement  referred  to  is  provisional  only,  pending  the 
completion  and  adoption  of  a  Scheme  under  Section  63,  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929?  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation 
for  this  part  of  the  Administrative  County  and  which  Scheme  is  in 
the  course  of  preparation. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  -  The  Salcombe  Nursing  Association  is 
doing  excellent  vjork. 

No.  of  General  Visits  for  the  year  were  2,15C, 

No.  of  Maternity  Visits  for  the  year  were  406. 

MIDWTVES  -  The  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

mTBRNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE  -  There  is  a  Centre  in 
Salcombe  which  is  open  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  each  month. 

VSNERS/J-i  DISE/^SES  TREATMENT.  At  the  Venereal  Disease  Depto,  City 
Hospital,  Plymoutho  Female  in-patients  are  also  sent  to  St.  Mary’s 
Home,  Exeter.  A  refund  of  rail  or  bus  fare  can  be  mde  in  suitable 
cases  by  applying  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre  or  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer o 

Treatment  is  also  available  from  a  certain  number  of  selected 
General  Medical  Practitioners  specially  approved  for  the  purpose  by 
the  County  Council,  and  Ministry  of  Health.  There  is  one  such 
practitioner  in  Modbury  and  another  at  Kingsbridge. 

ORTHOPABDIC  TRK'^TIi'ENT  is  available  through  the  Devon  Association 
for  Orthopaedics  as  In-Patients  at  Exeter  and  Ivybridgej  and  for 
adults  at  Mount  Gold  Hospital,  Plymouth.  For  Out-Pa.tienta  there  is 
a  clinic  at  Kingsbridge  and  the  South  West  Clinic  which  deals  v;ith  this 
district  as  well  is  held  at  the  Mutley  Hall  Assembly  Rooe^ ,  Plymouth. 

DIPHTHEFi-Ul  IM/UNia\TION.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with 
the  Devon  County  Council  Health  Visitors.  The  parent  of  every  child 
in  the  district  receives  a  birthday  card  for  the  child  when  he  or  she 
reaches  1  year,  advising  immunisation,  the  Health  Visitor  visits, 
follows  up,  and  fidvises  -  every  effort  being  made  to  get  the  child 
immunised.  Frequent  clinics  are  arranged  in  the  district. 

DIPHTHERIA.  I  would  emphasise  that  in  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria 
serum  should'  be  given  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  preferably  in 
one  adequately  large  dose.  '  , 

The  doctor  should  never  wait  for  the  laiboratory  report  before 
giving  antitoxin  if  hz  considers  on  clinical  grounds  that  the  patient 
may  be  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  “  ■ 


Every  otteopt.  should  be  mde  by  means  of  bus  or  passenger  train 
services,  special  messenger,  or  by  personal  delivery  to  ensure  that 
the  swab  reaches  the  laboratory  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible  after 
it  is  taken© 

It  is  ir^ortant  to  obtain  immediate  medical  advice  in  cases  of 
suspected  Diphtheria  © 


NOTIFIABLE  rD?S^^SES  (OTHER  TUBERCULOSIS)  DDRrxTG  THE  YE^R  194‘^. 

Disease  Total  cases  notified. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia.,., 
Erysipelas* 

Measles© 

Pneumonia » 

Dysentery* 

Whooping  Gough* 
Chicken‘^pox. 

Optha Imia  lie  ona torumc, 


150 


-  The  increased  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
was  largely  due  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  in  the  district#  The 
cases  occurrec  chiefly  in  the  months  of  May  and  June  and  were  of 
a  mild  character* 


AMBUI/.*NCErT  For  non-inf ectious  cases  and  accidents,  the  Ste  John 
Ambulance  Association  provide  an  ambulance* 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NE/7  g/^SES  ANB"]\T£:r’I?IMT'DURING  194^4 


Age  Period. 

5-10  yQcirs 

1C  -  20  years 
20-25  years 

25  -  35 

35  “  ^5  yefirs 
45  -  55  years 
55-70  years 
70  and  over 


New 

Respiratory 

Cases 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Deaths 

Respiratory  "ifon-Resoiratorv 
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SANITARY  CIRCmdSTANCSS  OF  THE  ARE7^* 


W<^TER  SUPPLY  (1)  The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Kings  bridge 
and  Salcorabe  ''%tcr  Board  and  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  25  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year.  At  one  period 
unsatisfactory  results  were  received,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be 
found.  Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  intake  at  Brent  were  perfect, 
and  as  the  water  is  conducted  in  closed  pipelines  and  reservoirs  it  Vi/as 
diffuclut  to  see  how  contamination  could  have  entered  the  system.  It 
should  be  remembered  however  that  the  pipeline  was  cut  before  D  day  and 
a  booster  used  to  get  more  water  to  Salcombe  for  Military  purposes,  and 
this  appears  to  be  the  only  possible  explanation.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  trace  the  source  of  contamination  but  vdth  the  exception  of  the 
above,  nothing  definite  could  be  found.  Finally  tho  results  of  further 
samples  showed  that  the  impurities  had  disappeared  and  all  samples  taken 
since  that  time  have  been  satisfactory* 

(3)  No  trace  of  load  was  found  in  chemical  analyses, 

(4)  The  water  siipp.ly  is  chlorinated  at  the  Board* s  works  at  South  Brent. 


(5)  It  is  Gstiir^ted  that  98%  of  the  houses  care  supplied  froin  the 
public  mins  c^irect  to  the  houses  and  1%  from  standpipes  and  1%  from 
private  supplies ,, 

APD  SEViJEIViGB.  All  the  outfall  sewers  were  repaired 
and  the  nuisance  on  the  foreshore  arising  from  brOlcen  outfalls  was 
abated.  Early  in  the  year  I  presented  a  report  to  the  Council  on  the 
sewage  outfalls  on  the  foreshore  at  Salcombe  and  recomraended' the 
Council  to  take,  the  advice  of  a  firm  of  consulting  engineers.  This 
problem  was  raised  by  my  predecessor  and  -I  hope  a  satisfactory  solution 
will  be  found  v/hen  labour  and  materials  become  available, 

PUBLIC  CLCA USING ,  The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  continued 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received, 

HOUSING.  3  preliminary  notices  ware  served  during  the  year  and 
the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  owner  in  each  case,  V  .  U  •  i ■' 

1*66  acres  of  land  were  purchased  for  the  erection  of  temporary 
houses,  20  temporary  houses  were  allocated  to  the  district,  Pla.ns 
were  in  cou-rse  of  preparation  for  12  permanent  houses  in  Gatperdown 
Road 5  and  5  permanent  houses  in  Church  Street,  A  number  of  families 
were  re-housed  in  requisitioned  premises,  7  requisitioned  houses  were 
handed  over  from  the  Admiralty  and  it  was  estimted  that  these,  would 
accommodate  families  when  converted  into  flats, 

FOOD  SUP'^LY.  Approximately  150  lbs,  various  foodstuffs  were 
condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 'consumption, 

BAKEHOUSES  t.  There  are  4  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

Mine,  Number  of  cowkeepers  in  the  district  ‘-7* 

”  N'uiTiber  of  retailers  in  the  district  -  14, 

SCHOOLS,  Thera  are  three  schools  in  the  district.  The’ 
sanitary  accomnodotion  at  2  of  the  schools  is  still  Very  poor. 

During  the  year  I3  notices  were  received  referring  to  49 
children  vi/ho  were  excluded  from  school  because  of  communicable 
disease  or  because  they  were  contacts. 

They  were  as  follows s- 

Measles  48 

Scabies  1 

D IS INFE CT I ON .  Disinfection  was  carried  out  after  all  cases  of 
infectious  disoaso * 

NUIS/'.N'CES ,  Number  of  complaints  received  8 

Number  of  notices  served  8 

Number  of  nuisances  remedied  8 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.C, SMILES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health# 


